
Sentence: The idea that 
wealth is important is 

true

Thread: https://
groups.google.com/g/

fallible-ideas/c/
PWmNu5w-tcU/m/
mAm8i6MABAAJJustin Mallone

Anne B asks: Which of 
these are good clause 

breakdowns for the 
sentence?

September 2020

J attempts to represent 
Anne B's groupings in 

tree form, and then 
attempts the same with 

Elliot's version.

Short YouTube vid 
coming soon

Elliot's Version (as 
interpreted by Justin - 

errors are my own)

Version 3 Version 4Version 2
Version 1

{The idea that {wealth is 
important} is true}. (with 

"that"
included in the main 

clause)

is

idea

The

that

is

wealth important

true

{The idea {that {wealth is 
important}} is true}.

is

idea

The that

is

wealth important

true

 {The idea is true} that 
{wealth is important}

that

is

idea

The

true

is

wealth important

{The idea {that wealth is 
important} is true}

is

idea

The that 

is

wealth important

true

{The idea that is true} 
{wealth is important}

is

idea

The

that

true

is

wealth iimportant

1 and 4 come out the 
same!

This one makes less 
sense to me - seems like 
no good/logical place for 
"that" in the main clause

appositive

appositive

referent of pronoun "that"
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